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I m p o s s i b l y  i m m a c u l a t e ,  

Madagascar has become one of 

Africa's most enthralling countries, 

making it an ideal stopover on 

holiday. If you are after true 

escapism, Madagascar offers it in spades. With dreamy Lemur, rich culture, emerald-

wrapped scenery, and reddish sand that twinkle like a gemstone in the hot sun, 

Madagascar screams exoticism. It is an authentic sanctuary for those who just want to 

forget about the buzzle and hustle of the busy streets.  For sheer density, a few 

destinations in Africa can match Madagascar's untouched rigged beauty. Whenever 

you turn in Madagascar, you will realize you have almost all places to yourself. While 

you will wonder why somewhere so remarkable and distinctive is 'untouched, you will 

be awfully glad Madagascar is still a secret. 

Situated off the southeast coast of Africa,

it harbours an untamed blend of wetlands, rugged mountains, and a number of 

luxury lodges to put you in the heart of the action. Those who turn a blind eye to this 

discreet patch of Africa are missing a trick. It is one of the regions in the world to be 

settled by humans, however, with ecological diversity and natural beauty that 

transcend its coastlines and terrain, the country feels like a nation left behind in time: 

a feature that makes it a tourist destination all year through. It is home to thousands of 

fauna and flora, mostly endangered and rare or extinct in other parts of the world. Its 

national culture is permeated by veneration of ancestry and tradition, displayed by 

Madagascar's, art, architecture, and social norms. Below are the top tourist 

attractions and historical cultural sites in Madagascar that will leave you wanting to 

spend every holiday in the culturally, ecologically, and socially diverse country.

“Madagascar has become one of 

Africa's most enthralling countries”

Megan
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Dangling off the middle of the island like a tiny teardrop, Antananarivo 

burst with scenic beauty. A way from this sensory overload of beauty are 

plenty of untouched landscapes and sun-soaked sands, all knitted 

together with the contagious warmth and welcoming smile of its locals. 

Here, you can take in the area on foot or muster up the audacity to cycle 

by bike. No matter how you spend your time in Antananarivo, you will 

never think it is enough. There is basically a whole intertwining range of 

unique colonial homes, lodges, restaurants, cobbled streets, and grand 

French statehouses all across this stunning capital city of Madagascar. 

Madagascar Capital: Antananarivo 

Main Cities: Antsirabe, Toamasina, and Mahajanga

Population: 27,691,018 people

Area 587,041 km²

 
Major Religion: Islam and Christianity 

Main Language: Malagasy

Dialing code: +261

 Madagascar Currency 

Currency: Malagasy ariary  

Symbols: Ar

Tribes: 18 tribes

Emergency Numbers: Medical Emergency, police and fire services – 117
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Any cartoon movie savvy will tell you that 

Netflix's animated series of All Hail King Julien 

made them love lemurs, especially through the 

cocky and active life they lived under their all-

time partying and optimistic king Julien. To get 

a glimpse and experience of the lives of lemurs 

and the extraordinary characteristic of the 

endangered golden bamboo lemur, an animal 

that feeds on bamboo shoots that contain doses 

of cyanide, you probably have to visit the 

Ranomafana National Park.

RANOMAFANA NATIONAL PARK

Madagascar may be a relatively small 

island, but it is still home to world heritage 

sites such as Ambohimanga. In scripted as 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2001, 

Ambohimanga is the most sacred hill in 

Antananarivo. What makes the Royal hill 

more remarkable is that its home to 

Malagasy rich cultural history. It holds 

special spiritual importance to this day as 

local Malagasy people still make small 

animal sacrifices on the hill. It basically 

represents a pivotal period in the history of 

Madagascar. No wonder UNESCO thinks 

that Ambohimanga is pretty blooming 

marvelous. 

Quick note;

✔ You can explore this scenic Royal Hill of 

Ambohimanga on two wheels. Cycling to the 

ancient palace is a refreshing and soothing 

way to take in the sights and engage with the 

Malagasy way of life. You will literally have an 

opportunity to witness some of the rich 

customs and rituals of Malagasy people and 

learn more about their cultural history.

AMBOHIMANGA

TSINGY DE BEMARAHA STRICT NATURE RESERVE

Located in the District of 

Antsa lva ,  Ts ingy  de  

Bemaraha presents one of 

the most stunning natural 

landscapes of the Grand 

Island. Dripping with 

rustic charm, it is a wild 

m i x  o f  f o r e s t  a n d  

mangroves that are ripe for 

thorough exploring. More 

than just a picturesque 

place to prance about, it 

embodiesof its charm.

RAINFORESTS OF THE ATSINANANA

In scripted as a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site, the 

Rainforests of the Atsinanana 

is not a one-trick pony, as well 

as unbridled beauty. The 

rainforest has heaps of unique 

characters. 

 a unique reserve frozen in time. It also offers a wide 

variety of geomorphological structures. In fact, since 

its early conception, its mystery beauty has been 

preserved and the whisper of its past filter throughout 

It is famous for both biological and ecological processes as well as its threatened 

species and biodiversity. It is also home to many rare species such as lemurs and 

primates. Here you can take photos with them while exploring the rainforest. It is 

worthy of being single out as a bucket list destination in itself. You will certainly fall 

in love with everything Atsinanana is tailored by the creator to offer. 
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The island of Nosy Be dovetails perfectly. 

It strips of powder-soft sand and 

fabulous for sun lovers. The sand on 

Nosy Be is so soft that it will squeak 

between your toes. The turquoise sea 

that laps its promises pristine diving, 

swimming, sailing, fishing, snorkeling. It 

basically has all the features and 

experience you would expect; incredible 

seafood, soft white sand, and turquoise 

MADAGASCAR NOSY BE

TSIRBIHINA RIVER

waters. The nightlife here is the heartbeat of 

the island, one which is charming rather 

than tacky, while cafes tease you down snug 

alleyways for a taste of local life. If you are a 

fan of the great outdoors, choose from an 

abundance of Madagascar adventure 

activities in Nosy Be, and also don't miss a 

thrilling boat adventure on Tsirbihina River 

at Sunrise. There is absolutely no wrong way 

to spend a day in these destinations. 

MADAGASCAR NOSY BE EXPERIENCE AND TSIRBIHINA RIVER

A tiny teardrop-shaped paradise, 

Palmarium is a completely 

remarkable escape where you are 

enveloped by nature and the 

gorgeous exotic forest is all 

yours. From a luxury base from 

which to explore, Palmarium 

reserve is an intimate retreat 

where you can come close to 

some of the endemic and tame 

lemur species on the island. It 

feels more like a family home, 

Spotting the daytime and night time 

lemur species is often seen as the 

pinnacle of any exotic holiday, but 

Isalo National Park has its own 

daytime and night time lemur 

species. Spy everything from active 

daytime lemur species such as 

Ring-tailed lemur (Lemur catta) 

Verreaux's sifaka (Propithecus 

verreauxi) Red-fronted lemur 

(Eulemur rufifrons) to nighttime 

lemur species; Gray mouse lemur 

(Microcebus murinus) 

PALMARIUM RESERVE

ISALO NATIONAL PARK
Red-tailed sportive lemur (Lepilemur 

ruficaudatus) Coquerel's giant mouse lemur 

(Mirza coquereli. Colorful frogs, Lizards, and 

chameleons are some of the smaller fauna to 

look out for. If you are lucky enough, you might 

even spot the handfuls of bird species it's a true 

wildlife paradise. 

with every detail from the outdoor activities 

you try tailored to your liking. That being said, 

it is now clear that the Palmarium reserve does 

not really disguise its exotic beauty. 
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Channel your inner royal as you ramble through 

Andasibe-Mantadia National Park. The park host 11 

species of lemur, including the indri the largest lemur 

alive. Here, you can walk over shimmering lochs and lush, 

and see the charismatic black and white ruffed lemur. 

That will surely leave you mesmerized!

TWISTED BAOBABS
Forget chocolates and red roses, 

Baobab de Amoureux romance isn't 

your average love stories. Those who 

turn a blind eye to this discreet 

patch of Madagascar are missing a 

love trick. Baobab de Amoureux – 

also known as the two unique 

baobabs that are in love, have 

become twisted to each other like 

two special love birds. You literally 

have to see them believe in love 

again.

ANDASIBE-MANTADIA NATIONAL PARK

From its reddish sands to thickly 

tropical  forested mountains 

fluttering in the breezy to the emerald 

mangroves, there is a visual and 

unparalleled vibrancy about a visit to 

Zahamena National Park you literally 

won't help but fall in love with. While 

here, keep your eyes peeled for the 

serpent eagle and also the critically 

endangered indri that is in 

Zahamena National Park. The park is 

home to  67 endemic species and 112 

bird species. It also hosts several 

wildlife; reptiles and many more 

animals.

MORONDOVA

Morondava is the gateway to the famous Madagascar baobab avenue and what a thing of 

beauty it is. Morondava is an area of contrast where you can wander through beautiful 

beaches and scramble the cozy wooden clapboard houses and waving palm trees. 

Morondava is 17,807 square miles of open access area for walkers, meaning there is no 

end to the adventure possibilities. It is a perfect spot for daytime relaxing and evening 

strolls.

ZAHAMENA NATIONAL PARK

Morondava is 17,807 

square miles of open access 

area for walkers,

 The park is really is one of the best National 

Parks in Madagascar to explore when you are 

around North Madagascar.
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ILE 
SAINTE 
MARIE

DRIVE THE N5
Stretching 250 miles (400km), it's said that the Route Nationale 5 (N5) is the 

worst road in the country. However, it is the best route to take if you wish to drive 

through a number of Madagascar's rarest and untouched areas and secure an 

opportunity to have a glimpse at the renowned aye-aye lemur. N5 wanders through 

tiny towns, thick jungles, and over rivers in one of the country's most undeveloped 

regions. 

Situated in the northeastern part of Madagascar, Maroantsetra is Madagascar's best-

kept secret. Maroantsetra may not be as famous or big as other incredible cities in 

Madagascar, but do not let that fool you. It is simply a place where nothing much 

happens fast and is strictly ideal for a relaxed and peaceful stay. While you will wonder 

why somewhere so unique is undiscovered, you will be awfully glad is still a secret. In 

Maroantsetra, you are only ever a short hop from something mesmerizing and mind-

blowing. 

MAROANTSETRA

www.acrossafricatours.com 13
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D o  

you need to get a recap of what it 

would feel like to be in the presence of pirate ships 

(wrecks to be specific), and a little history? Ile Sainte 

Marie is the best place to visit in Madagascar. Ile Sainte 

Marie's array of endangered inlets and bays drew pirates to the 

island during the 17th and 18th centuries, and multiple pirate 

ships' wrecks are still viewable from Baie des Forbans' 

shallow waters.
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BEST TIME

TO VISIT
MADAGASCAR

With its landscapes changing through the year, Madagascar is a 

year-round holiday destination. Madagascar's rainy season usually occurs 

between January, February, and March. These three months cover 

Madagascar's rainy season, meaning that the island becomes an entirely 

different place. You might experience a brief thunderstorm, but with it 

comes lots of birdlife. You might even be fortunate enough to witness the 

miracle the rains bring– transforming the island into vibrant, lush 

greenery. In April, May, and June, the rain starts to subside, and the 

weather becomes significantly more pleasant. This encourages some of 

Madagascar's famous exotic wildlife to appear throughout the island. You 

might even witness the exemplary ring-tail lemur. May features a very 

comfortable temperature. 

THE

...THE BEST TIME TO VISIT MADAGASCAR

The lands are lush and beautiful, and May mark the start of the famous Donia 

festival. The festival has some quintessential local cuisines and soothing music, and it 

is an exciting way of immersing yourself in Madagascar traditions and culture.  

In July, and August it is possible to observe reptiles and other land 

animals go into hibernation. August is also the best time to 

enjoy many of the great snorkeling spots the island 

has to offer. September you will witness some 

of the beautiful island birdlife in 

spectacular colors. This time 

o f  the  year  can 

r e p r e s e n t  

g o o d  

 

moments and 

great values. This 

makes it a great option if you 

are looking to travel to Madagascar at 

this time of the year, especially bird lovers who 

can take full advantage of the abundant life here. During 

October, the temperature in Madagascar starts to rise around 

25°C. This means that almost all of Madagascar flora and fauna are out at 

their full max. Thus, making it an excellent period to see all of the island wildlife. In 

December the downpours return – the 'short rains.' While they are a little lighter than what 

you would experience in January, they are not as reliable. But there is definitely a higher 

chance to get wet. Temperature rise to around 28 - 30°C, the hottest time in the year, 

bringing insect and lizard out. October to December is one of the good time to visit 

Madagascar, as long as you do not mind a bit of 'short rains!

www.acrossafricatours.com 15
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moments and 

great values. This 

makes it a great option if you 

are looking to travel to Madagascar at 

this time of the year, especially bird lovers who 

can take full advantage of the abundant life here. During 

October, the temperature in Madagascar starts to rise around 

25°C. This means that almost all of Madagascar flora and fauna are out at 

their full max. Thus, making it an excellent period to see all of the island wildlife. In 

December the downpours return – the 'short rains.' While they are a little lighter than what 

you would experience in January, they are not as reliable. But there is definitely a higher 

chance to get wet. Temperature rise to around 28 - 30°C, the hottest time in the year, 

bringing insect and lizard out. October to December is one of the good time to visit 

Madagascar, as long as you do not mind a bit of 'short rains!
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Malagasy culture is an integral part of Madagascar DNA and it still burns 

bright today, especially in Southeast Asia and East Africa. The influence of Arabs, 

British, Indians, Chinese and French settlers is undeniable.  The island culture 

particularly basically lies on the fact that Madagascar is a place where the Bantu 

people from South-East-Asia and Eastern Africa once met. Regarding the Betsileo 

and Merina tribes, the Indonesian impact is clearly visible in their almond gorgeous 

eyes, bright skin, and straight hair. As for the other unique tribes such as the 

Sakalava, Tsimihety, and Bara, their Bantu origin is recognizable in their black 

skin and curly hair. The mix of Indonesian and African elements in the Malagasy 

culture is unmatched and mind-blowing. You literally, won't be disappointed.

TABOO - FADY

If it is Malagasy rich cultural history you 

are after, step off at Antakarana  and 

Ambohimanga village, and explore the 

incredible Malagasy 'fady.' Fady is the 

Malagasy word for taboo. For the 

Mahafaly tribe living inside the South of 

Madagascar, it is Fady to the consumer 

the radiated tortoise. The brief history 

behind this Fady is that once upon a 

once upon a time, Mahafaly people  

cooked a live tortoise. After a little 

while, someone looked into the pot but 

found out that the heart of the tortoise 

was still beating. This made them 

horrified. This is just a single example 

of how Fady began.  To get a full 

experience of the country Fady, it 

would be best to arrange for an outdoor 

tour destined to the region and explore 

all the Malagasy Fady from the source.
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A legacy of Malagasy traditions, values, and religious beliefs has left their marks 

on the Madagascar landscape. About 40 percent of the island population still 

worship spirits and local myths. Essentially women invoke the spirits or 'Tromba' 

who once reigned in the southwestern part of Madagascar. They all (men and 

women) believe in Andriamanitra who is the God who created the universe.  There 

is a strong belief in shamans, magic, and fortune teller. They are fascinating 

whether you are a typical history buff or not and in truth there something for 

everyone in Madagascar regardless of your religious' beliefs. The Island is well 

worth a visit!

AND RELIGIOUS BELIEFS 

SPIRIT POSSESSION RITUAL

GROUP CIRCUMCISION FESTIVAL

No holiday to Madagascar is complete without visiting 

Antambahaoka village to witness their circumcision 

festivals. Their “Sambatra” festival takes place every 7 

exemplary years in Mananjary, on the south-east coast of 

Madagascar. It ought to last for only 3 months. As the island 

tradition dictates, it must take place on Friday, a day that 

conforms and duly follows the traditional farming calendar: 

the Friday annual. You should make note that the 

“Sambatra” festival, as its name suggests, is also an 

opportunity for the entire community to indulge themselves 

in feasting. It is absolutely the best way to learn more about 

Malagasy history and culture

MADAGASCAR RITUAL 
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The musical scene in Madagascar is influenced by 
the diverse culture that connects them with other 
cultures across the globe.  They love dancing to the 
'Salegy' rhythm. It is even the most preferred 
soothing music genre, especially when it comes to 
the celebration of crucial occasions. There is just 
something electric about seeing them perform 
'Salegy rhythm', their energies are infectious, their 
dancing is captivating, and their live performance 
will truly have you feeling the Salegy' tune in your 
bones. It would be absolutely crazy to miss out on 
this thrilling experience.  

DANCE AND THEATER IN MADAGASCAR

DRESSING STYLE 

The dressing styles in Madagascar vary 

in different regions. A large section of 

Madagascar follows the westerns style 

of clothing. In the Northern areas of 

Madagascar, both men and women 

wear a Lamba (traditional costumes 

that are worn around the waist), 

making it very interesting for you to 

explore different traditional costumes.

www.acrossafricatours.com 21

The Malagasy are also well 

known for their extravagant 

craftswomen in the island 

produce the most stunning 

embroidered cloths dresses 

and other clothing. 

MALAGASY CRAFTS

Held in Madagascar every year, the Donia Festival 

is an event you must not miss. Here, you will 

connect with your inner experience and soul a 

folksy lifestyle, because a horde of the neighboring 

incredible island such as Mauritius, Reunion, 

France, Comoros, and of course Madagascar come 

together to perform a wonderful and soothing mix 

of Creole, pop, and reggae.

DONIA FESTIVAL
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Madagascar's unique collections of cultures have each added their own 

exceptional flavors into their cuisine, with top restaurants and hip eateries found 

on every street corner. The taste sensation of Madagascar food is second to none. 

Fresh coconut milk and Rice that is generally served with Laoka, one of the most 

popular variations of 'laoka' is 'Ravitoto' (it consist of pounded cassava leaves and 

greasy delicious pork). And if Malagasy cuisine does not tickle your active taste 

buds there is plenty of savoy international delicious food that you would love. 

Professional international chefs come to Madagascar to add their own stamp on 

this culinary diverse capital, where you can literally try everything from  Foza sy 

hena-kisoa; consist of crab and stir-fried pork service with rice - to Ramazava that 

is made up of well-picked herbs, leaves, and pieces of pork and beef cooked in oil 

until it turns brown.

MALAGASY CUISINE
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Summer Time
MADAGASCAR

FAMADIHANA

FITAMPOHA

The
 

FAMADIHANA
 

(The
 

real
 

malagasy
 

name
 
of

 
this

 

custom),
 

or
 

"TURNING
 

OVER
 

OF
 

THE
 

DEAD",
 
is
 
a
 

funeral
 

custom
 

that
 

is
 

found
 

in
 

certain
 

regions
 
of

 

Madagascar,
 

in
 

particular
 

the
 

Highlands
 

region.
 

Although
 

it
 

appears
 

rather
 

late
 

on
 

the
 

island
 
(perhaps

 

only after the 17th century) at least in its current form, 

the famadihana1 is an extension of the old custom of the famadihana1 is an extension of the old custom of 

“double funerals”. very widespread before modern times 

in Southeast Asia but also in ancient Egypt as well as in 

the ancient Near East (in ancient Israel, in Babylon or by
 the Zoroastrians in Persia) and in ancient Greece.

According to Malagasy philosophy, the manes of the 
deceased do not definitively join the world of the 
ancestors until after the complete corruption of the bodancestors until after the complete corruption of the body,
after a long period that can last for years, and after the 
completion of appropriate ceremonies. The ritual of 
ancestralization,post-mortem, consists of digging up the 
bones

 
of
 

the
 

ancestors,
 

ceremoniously
 

wrapping
 
them

 
in

fresh
 

tissue
 

(lamba)
 

and
 

walking
 

them
 

dancing
 
around

 
the
 

tomb
 

before
 

burying
 

them
 

again.
 

In
 

Madagascar
 howevehowever,

 
this

 
re-burial

 
(literally

 
reversal)

 
ends

 
up

 becoming
 

periodic,
 

generally
 

every
 

seven
 
years,

 
in

 
a
 great

 
celebration

 
bringing

 
together

 
all

 
the

 
members

 
of

 the
 

group.
 

On
 

this
 

occasion,
 

the
 

silk
 

shrouds
 
covering

 the
 

decomposed
 

mortuary
 

remains
 

of
 

several
 
bodies

 were
 

renewed2.

The

 
ceremony

 
can

 
take

 
place

 
following

 
several

 
events:

 period

 

of

 

time

 

(seven

 

years)

 

coming

 

to

 

an

 

end,

 

one

 

of

 

period

 

of

 

time

 

(seven

 

years)

 

coming

 

to

 

an

 

end,

 

one

 

of

 the

 

family

 

members

 

dreamed

 

that

 

an

 

ancestor

 requested

 

a

 

ceremony,

 

burial

 

of

 

a

 

new

 

deceased.

The

 

ritual

 

of

 

veneration

 

of

 

the

 

deceased

 

is

 

a

 

symbolic

 

tradition

 
in

 
Madagascar.

 
The

 
ancestors

 
have

 
a

 
great

 
place

 

for
 
the

 
Malagasy,

 
because

 
they

 
are

 
considered

 
as

 

intermediaries
 
between

 
the

 
divine

 
being

 
"Zanahary"

 
and

 

the
 
living.

 
The

 
"Fitampoha"

 
is

 
a

 
traditional

 
sakalava

 
cult

 

which
 
marks

 
the

 
close

 
bond

 
between

 
the

 
living

 
and

 
the

 

dead.dead.

How
 
they

 
celebrate

 
the

 
"Fitampoha"

Nowadays,
 
the

 
Sakalava

 
of

 
the

 
Menabe

 
region

 
celebrate

 

“Fitampoha”
 
every

 
5

 
years.

 
This

 
rite

 
is

 
a

 
moment

 
of

 

rejoicing
 
that

 
lasts

 
7

 
days.

 
The

 
days

 
before

 
the

 
start

 
of

 

“Fitampoha”  are  dedicated  to  bringing  together  guests  

from  the  entire  Menabe  region  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  

of Belo-sur-of Belo-sur-Tsiribihina.  The  first  day  of  the  ceremony  is  a  

great  day  of  jubilation  in  honor  of  the  Sakalava  tribe  and  

the  "Fitampoha"  itself.  During  the  following  days,  the  
celebration  continues  and  we  eat  zebu  meat  and  drink  
alcohol.  The  festival  is  also  animated  by  traditional  songs.  
The  5th  day  is  the  day  when  the  royal  relics  or  "Dady"  
preserved  in  the  "Zomba"  or  royal  huts  are  washed  at  the  
edge  of  the  beach  of  Belo-sur-edge  of  the  beach  of  Belo-sur-Tsiribihina  which  is  on  the  
islet  of  Ampasy.  On  the  last  day,  that  is,  on  the  7th  day,  
the  bones  are  dried  and  then  they  are  coated  with  
flavored  zebu  oil  and  honey.  During  the  journey  to  the  
islet

 
of

 
Ampasy,

 
it

 
is

 
the

 
king's

 
sons-in-law,

 
women

 
considered

 
to

 
be

 
possessed

 
by

 
the

 
spirits

 
of

 
kings,those

 
responsible

 
for

 
bathing

 
and

 
the

 
bearers

 
of

 
the

 
relics

 
who

 are
 
authorized

 
to

 
approach

 
the

 
royal

 
bones.are

 
authorized

 
to

 
approach

 
the

 
royal

 
bones.

 
After

 
drying,

 the
 
bodies

 
of

 
the

 
kings

 
are

 
returned

 
to

 
the

 
"Zomba"

 
and

 remain
 
well

 
preserved

 
there.
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Booking a Charter Flights

You can use Charters apps and 

website on your phone or laptop to 

compare sensible options and make 

immediate bookings. If you are 

hoping to fly privately you should 

check out their sites like Jet Suite to 

get last-minute ticket deals at a 

minimum rate. 

CHARTER FLIGHTS

Madagascar Weather

Of course, you will want to dress for the weather too. 

Although the weather is quite warm all year round in 

Madagascar it can down to 50 degrees F (10C) in June, 

July and August. Be sure to pack a good quality 

SCOTTeVEST travel jacket and mosquito repellent (that 

will help keep the mosquito from feasting on you).  If want 

to visit areas that are notably hot in summer, consider 

packing lightweight loose clothes in natural fabrics. Do 

not forget sunhats, sunscreen, and sunglasses to help 

protect you against the glare of the Madagascar sun. 

Want to play your music out loud or kick off 

your shoes? That wouldn't fly on a business 

plane, but everything's extremely different 

when you Charter a flight. Listen in; booking 

your own flight gives you the luxury of a 

first-class trip, plus the level of total privacy 

and relaxation that no trip allows. Through, 

Charter flights are pricy, the benefits of it 

may outweigh the cost. 

TRANSPORT

www.acrossafricatours.com 25

Taxi

Taxi is a convenient way of getting around 

Madagascar. Easily available throughout 

Antananarivo, you will always find a long line 

waiting outside major attractions in 

Antananarivo and Toliara.  Starting with a 

minimum of 8.5$ for 5km the fare increases at 

a rate of 1.70$ per kilometer. It is worth noting 

that most Taxis are cramped, and not air-

conditioned, but getting around this way is a 

perfect opportunity to fully interact with local 

people and find out about Malagasy culture. 

Specifically, you get what you pay for in 

regards to comfort.

HELPFUL TRAVELING TIPS
Vehicles to use during a trip to Madagascar

Rental Vehicles

Renting a simple four-wheel-drive 

vehicle to get around Madagascar is the 

most sensible option. However, you 

need to have an international driver's 

license if you wish to hire a car in 

Madagascar. That being said. You can 

choose to get a local driver, considering 

the poor signage, and language 

barriers. Your local driver will act as a 

translator and a local guide to a more 

isolated region of Madagascar.

TRANSPORT
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HELPFUL TRAVELING TIPS
Vehicles to use during a trip to Madagascar
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TRANSPORT



It is no surprise that many people make the move down here. However, it is all too easy 

to see a country through rose-tinted glasses. To help you get a fuller picture of the 

country; here is a round of the pros and cons of visiting Madagascar.

Pros,

Madagascar is very safe and conducive in animal terms. It is one of the few places 

on earth where you can roam the forest, safe in the knowledge that you are in no 

danger from local wildlife. Fortunately, none of Madagascar's 100 plus snake 

species is poisonous to humans. 

 MADAGASCAR’S PROS AND CONS

Cities of rich culture, untouched scenery, and 

temples, a few nights in Madagascar cities at the 

stay of your own Madagascar journey offers a 

fascinating cultural discovery and with some 

exceptional place to stay. While their primeval 

namesake is clearly a highlight for anyone 

visiting Madagascar. For instance, Madagascar 

capital city Antananarivo its strips of powder-soft 

reddish sand fabulous for sun lovers, and its 

beaches studded with a great selection of luxury 

and simple restaurants serving exceptional food 

and drink. Here! You can take in the city on foot 

or cycle. No matter, how you spend your time in 

Madagascar cities, you will never think it is 

enough. There is basically a whole intertwining 

range of unique activities that will leave you 

mesmerized.  

CITIES
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When you visit Madagascar, you may be headed for the park to see lemur or trek to 

Madagascar Outback. For those destinations, you will need activity-specific gear – 

lightweight loose clothes in natural fabrics such as bamboo, linen, merino, and cotton. 

PLEASE! Avoid synthetic fabrics that are very uncomfortable in the heat. But in the 

cities and towns, casual is the key.  Here, you can go in jeans and no one will give you a 

second look, but this does not mean that everyone there will be wearing jeans, too. Some 

activities in the city inspire people to dress up. In general, Antananarivo is a little 

dressier than other cities in Madagascar. Men can wear shirts, t-shirts, pants, shorts, 

jeans, polos. . Women can wear dresses, shorts, t-shirts, skirts, tops, jeans, scarves, 

pants, etc.

WEARING FOR MADAGASCARWEARING FOR MADAGASCAR
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Of all Madagascar gems, daytime and nighttime Lemur are the 

chiefs draws for most travelers. Spotting the daytime and night 

time lemur species is often seen as the pinnacle of any exotic 

Africa holiday, but most Madagascar National Park has its own 

daytime and night time lemur species. But do not think Lemurs 

are all Madagascar has to offer; the island has plenty of wildlife 

and wildlife hotspots. Madagascar wildlife hotspots and zoos are 

a mish-mash of contrasting wilderness, each featuring its own 

unbeatable and unforgettable features and experiences. Spy 

Giraffe Weevils, reptiles wading through marshes. The sky is 

just as abundant, filled with 300 species of birds, with 

exquisitely landscaped lush forest bursting with eye-popping 

flora. There are brilliantly fun days out for both families, solo 

and couples alike. Come see for yourself!

WILDLIFE
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Madagascar's remarkable beaches hide far more natural treasures. Nosy Be and Ile 

Sainte Marie or the southern beaches near Ifaty are famous for their soothing mood 

and relaxation. The diving and snorkeling are spellbinding and a must-try, if you are 

venturing here, with coral reefs so exquisite you would have to invent new exotic 

colors for them. Huge schools of turtles and fish make this their home.  Madagascar 

beaches literally have all the experience and characteristics you would expect; 

turquoise blue water, soft reddish and white glittering sand, and remarkable seafood. 

If you are a fan of great beaches, choose from Madagascar adventure activities in 

Nosy Be, Ile Sainte Marie the southern beaches near Ifaty, and do not miss a thrilling 

boat adventure on Tsirbihina River at Sunrise.

BEACHES
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Cons of Visiting Madagascar 

Unfortunately, the most dangerous animal in 

Madagascar BY FAR - in terms of the number of people 

it kills - is the mosquito. In Madagascar, and across the 

tropics, malaria is a serious concern. So, you would be 

much better off getting your worries about crocs and 

spiders and concentrate on taking sensible 

precautions against mosquitoes

Hostels

Staying in a hostel in Madagascar has both pros and 

cons. Hostels are sleeping spaces shared with more 

than one person, dormitory-style. Although less 

expensive than staying in a hotel or a resort, hostels 

lack privacy, which can prove to be a bit annoying. They 

can be a great place for those traveling alone, but 

obviously not for groups.

Summary of Travelling tips

✔ Book through an agent directly to save costs. 

Since OTA's takes commissions

✔ Currency and Banking. The currency of 

Madagascar is Malagasy ariary  

(Ar). There are approximately 0.00026 Ar to 

$1.

✔ Recommended packing list. Camera, sunhat, 

sunscreen, mosquito repellant, and a portable 

backpack with a zipper for daily use.

✔ Dress Modest 
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The Remarkable Culture 

And History

Madagascar culture is not a one-trick pony. 

As well as unbridled history, Madagascar 

has heaps of character, with more than 18 

different ethnic groups revealing flashes of 

its colonial French past and traditional 

thatched villages. Life is too short to miss 

out on exploring Malagasy rich culture and 

remarkable history. But wait! Would it not 

be more fascinating if you realize it's a dream 

come true, having immersed yourself 

literally in a different diverse culture. Now, 

that's one great way to celebrate your debut! 

This diverse country can truly be said to 

have something for everyone, whether you 

want a luxury resort with ample nightlife or 

a quiet nook where you can soak in the hot 

sun, Madagascar got you covered! 

Miavana

Located on Nosy Ankao Island off the 

north-east of Madagascar, Miavana is 

more than just a picturesque property to 

prance about; it embodies a unique off-

the-beaten-track frozen in time. Since its 

early conception, this remarkable 

property has taken luxury beach retreats 

in the Indian Ocean to a whole new 

unbeatable level. Its mystery beauty has 

been well preserved and the whisper of its 

past has been so strong that one could 

hear its echoes. Wow!

See - size does not always matter!

Other exotic islands may grab the headlines 

but Madagascar has an unbridled beauty of 

its very own. There literally nowhere quite 

unique like Madagascar. To get a full 

experience of the country's culture, 

untouched landscapes, and tradition, it 

would be best to arrange for an outdoor tour 

destined to the region and have all the 

enjoyments from the source.
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INTERVIEW

INTERVIEWING

TOKY
A MADAGASCAR

TOUR GUIDE

Interviewer: Hello Toky, kindly tell us about yourself

Toky: Hello, my name is Toky. I was born and raised in Madagascar. I hold a level 2 

Masters in Marketing and Communication, and currently partner with Across Africa 

Tours & Travel as a full-time tour guide.

Interviewer: What is it like being born and raised in a small island,  and third 

world country like Madagascar?  

Toky: I was brought up in a medium-income family. But still I had to work extra hard 

to earn an income once I became an adult. Despite being a third-world country, 

Madagascar is rich in resources and culture. It's a privilege growing up in the 

country.

Interviewer: Would you have chosen to be born in a different country or change 

your citizenship if you had the choice?

Toky: I am really proud to have been born Madagascan. But given a choice, I would 

prefer America as I feel it would be a great experience as well.  
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Interviewer: Who has been the kindest 

person to you in life?

Toky: My father. He worked extra hard to 

cater to my basic needs as a kid. My sister 

and I are privileged to have had our father 

fulfill most of our needs.

 Interviewer: Do you consider yourself a 

kind person?

Toky: Yes, I consider myself a kind person 

when it comes to regular life interactions. 

And even though I'm very strict at work, 

some of my employees still consider me to 

be a kind person.

Interviewer: What would you say are 

some of the challenges of your job as a 

tour guide?

Toky: Other than acquiring clients, the 

most challenging part is how to handle 

their varied emotional traits and behaviors. 

However, the secret to meeting their 

expectations is through understanding the 

unique needs of each client and offering 

the best service possible.

“
Most clients are friendly, generous, and 

quickly adapt to every culture 

around the world. 
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COMMUNICATIONS
MARKETING  AND
MASTERSMASTERS IN

Interviewer: Talking of experiences, how did you 

get into tourism? 

 Toky: Honestly, it was my dream to become a safari 

rally driver when I was a kid. Therefore, after 

finding it hard to get a well-paying job after 

graduating, I decided to become a taxi driver. That's 

when I had the opportunity of offering my taxi 

services to tourists on their way to Toliara. They 

offered good tip on top of my compensation. This 

motivated me to become a full-time tour guide.

Interviewer: Tell us about your partnership with 

Across Africa Tours & Travel 

Toky: We have been partners for about two years 

now. I have signed a partnership contract with them 

as a local guide here in Madagascar. I am delighted 

 with the partnership as we have developed a 

friendship beyond our professional interactions.

Interviewer: What is your experience working 

with Across Africa Tours & Travel?

Toky: Across Africa Tours & Travel is a world-class 

service company characterized by excellent 

performance. Most clients are friendly, generous, 

and adaptable. I often develop one-on-one 

interactions with them so as to inquire about their 

tour needs. This way, I get to provide them with 

exceptional service that fulfills, and even exceeds, 

their expectations.
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Yes, 
I am married.”
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Interviewer: Who would you say is your 

support system in your personal and work life?

Toky: My wife. She is a great support system both 

at home and in my career. 

Interviewer: How has Covid-19 impacted your 

business and personal life?

Toky: Covid-19 has posed significant threats to 

our activities in the tourism sector, which has 

affected our personal life in terms of acquiring 

income. The closure of borders, in particular, has 

resulted in significant decline of our number of 

clients. 

Interviewer: How are you coping now that the 

number of tourists is dropping?

Toky: Fortunately, our company has cars that are 

rented to the American, French, and German 

nationals who reside here in Madagascar. This is 

currently our major source of income.

Interviewer: While working with Across 

Africa Tours & Travel, do you have a client, or 

traveler, whom you always remember 

uniquely?

Toky: Yes, especially for those clients that I have 

personally guided. They have all impacted my 

life differently. That's how I remember them.

Interviewer: Are you married?

Toky: Yes, eight years. We've been blessed with 

two daughters, the eldest being eight and the 

youngest five. We are contended with that.

Interviewer: How has your job affected your 

relationship with your family ? 

Toky: My job involves regular traveling, 

meaning my family is forced to cope with my 

absence while I am away on job assignments. 

Thus, whenever I am home, I always endeavor to 

spend quality time my family, and especially 

enjoy playing with the kids. 

Interviewer: What are your plans after 

Covid-19?

Toky: Praying the tourism business resumes in 

time, I plan to expand the business by 

increasing tourism activities and tour vehicles. 

Keeping in mind that my success will also 

depend on our partnership with Across Africa 

Tours & Travel Company.

Interviewer: What is your advice to the 

younger people who aspire to be tour guides 

or want to venture into a tourism-related 

business? 

Toky: So long as you have vision and remain 

focused on your goals, no one can stop you 

from reaching and achieving your targets. 

Getting early career experience from tour 

agencies and companies is also important. In 

short, creativity and consistency in pursuit of 

one's goals are significant foundations for 

So long as you have 

v i s i o n  a n d  r e m a i n  

focused on your goals, no 

one can stop you“
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